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Identifying meaningful elements in 
Words 
�  Isthmus Zapotec (Kroeger, pp. 10++) 
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Definition of “Morpheme” 
�  “Morphemes are the smallest individually 

meaningful elements in the utterances of a 
language” (Charles Hockett, 1958) 

�  Some types of morphemes: 
◦  Roots: carries “lexical” meaning 
◦  Affix: carries grammatical or other non-lexical 

meaning. Is always bound 
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Position Classes 

1/19/15 4 



Typologies 

� Agglutinating (agglutinative) languages 
� Analytic/Isolating 
�  Synthetic (fusional/inflectional) languages 
� Polysynthetic languages 
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Multiple Exponence 

� E.g. Breton diminutive plurals: 
◦  bag   ‘boat’     bagòu 
◦  bagig ‘little boat’         bagòuigòu 

� English: 
◦  pick up 
◦  picker  upper 
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Stems, Roots and Compounds 

� Stem: portion of a word which all (?) 
forms of a given lexeme have in 
common. 
◦  Bound stems cannot occur on their own 

without additional affixation 
◦  Free stems can occur as separate words 

� Compounds: stems consisting of more 
than one root 
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Issues with Sanskrit 
�  Nouns have two or three stems – strong, 

middle and (optionally) weakest 
�  A different series of stem alternations cross-

cuts this: guna, vrddhi, and zero: 
◦  “foot”: pād-, pad-, pd- 
◦  strong stems may be guna or vrddhi 
◦  middle stems may be zero, or a lexeme-specific stem 
◦  weakest stems may be zero or lexeme-specific stem 
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Sanskrit declensions 

guna zero 
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Sanskrit declensions 

vrddhi lexeme-class particular lexeme-class 
particular 



Distinguishing Inflection from Derivation 
(Kroeger, p. 253) 
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Derivational Inflectional 

category-changing often generally  not 

paradigmatic no yes 

productivity limited & 
variable 

highly productive 

type of meaning often lexical often purely grammatical 

semantic regularity often 
unpredictable 

regular 

restricted  to specific synt. env. no yes 

position central peripheral 

portmanteau forms rarely often 

repeatable? sometimes never 



Types of Derivational Processes 
�  Change in category, no change in meaning 
◦  Abstract noun formation 
◦  Adverbialization 

�  Change in meaning with no change in category 
◦  Diminution/Augmentation 

�  Change in category with change in meaning: 
◦  Nominalization 
◦  Verbalizers 
◦  Adjectivizers 
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Word Formation Rules 

� Portuguese diminutive (Kroeger, pp. 
262-264): 
◦  [X]NOUN  ó   [X-inho]NOUN 

    “x”              “little x” 
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Valence-changing Morphology: 
Passive 
�  Japanese (p. 271) 

 
� Malayalam (p. 271) 
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Applicatives 

� Chichewa (pp. 273-274) 
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Reflexives/Reciprocals 
� Kimaragang Dusun (p. 275) 

� Chichewa (p. 276) 
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Causatives 

� Turkish (p. 277) 

1/19/15 17 



Adversatives 

� Malay (p. 279) 
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Incorporation 

�  Southern Tiwa (p. 280) 

� Chukchee (p. 280): valence decreasing 
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Incorporation 

� Mohawk (p. 281): non-valence decreasing  
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Allomorphy 

� Korean (p. 288) 
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Allomorphy 

� Huichol (p. 289) 
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Allomorphic change 

� Phonologically conditioned (e.g. Korean 
example) 

� Lexically conditioned (e.g. Huichol) 
� Morphophonemic (e.g. Finnish vowel 

harmony) 
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Allomorphy 
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Suppletion 

� English, p. 290 
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Total suppletion 

� E.g. go/went 
� Total suppletion rarely (if ever) occurs in 

derivational processes? 
◦  Provenance adjectives in English 
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Affixal Suppletion 

� Lexically conditioned (e.g. Huichol) 
� Phonologically conditioned (e.g. Korean) 
� Morphologically conditioned – 

dependency on other specific 
morphological material in word. E.g. Welsh 
(p. 292) 
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Inflectional Classes 

� Latin (pp. 298-299) 
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Cf. syncretism… 



Non-linear morphology: 
Infixation 
� Kimaragang Dusung (pp. 305-306) 
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Two Types of Infixation 
� Extrametrical infixation, Bontoc: 

� Positively circumscribed infixation, Ulwa: 
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muih 



Templatic Affixes in Yowlumne 
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“Suprafixes” 
� Terena (p. 308) 

� Birom (p. 309) 
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Reduplication 
� Malay (p. 309) 

� Tagalog (p. 310) 
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Reduplication 

� Malay (p. 310) 
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Subtractive morphology 

� Papago (p. 310) 
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Clitics 

� Elements that are “syntactically free” but 
“phonologically bound” 
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Clitics 
� Amele (pp. 316-317) 
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What is a word? 
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What is a word? 
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What is a word? 



Simple clitics 

� Bound words in Indonesian (p. 321) 
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“Promiscuous” attachment 

�  Indonesian (p. 321): 
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Simple Clitics 

� Phrasal affixes in English 
◦  John’s mother 
◦ The CEO of Microsoft’s flabby body 
◦ The woman I saw yesterday in the park next 

to the Pleurotus ostreatus-infested oak tree’s 
new hat 
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Special Clitics 

�  Second position clitics. Tagalog (p. 323): 
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Special Clitics 
� Tagalog (pp. 323-324) 
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Special clitics 

� Russian (p.324)  
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Verbal clitics 
�  Spanish (p. 325) 
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Clitics vs. Agreement 

� Muna (p. 327) 
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Clitics vs. Agreement 

� Muna (p. 327) 
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Clitic Doubling 

�  Spanish (p. 328) 
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Welsh Agreement 

� Gwelodd y bachgen ddraig 
   saw-3sg the boy dragon 
� Gwelasant hwy ddraig 
   saw-3pl they dragon 
� Gwelodd y bechgyn ddraig  
   saw-3sg the boys dragon 
�  *Gwelasant y bechgyn ddraig 
   saw-3pl the boys dragon 
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